AZAD'S STATEMENT CITED
But the critics say: "To whom are the British rulers to
hand the keys on their withdrawal? " It is a good question.
Here is what Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress Presi-
dent has said: "The Congress always stands, firstly for sym-
pathy towards democratic countries, secondly, never desires to
embarrass Britain and war efforts, and thirdly, it stands for
opposition to the Japanese aggression. The Congress does not
desire to take power for itself but for all. If real power is hande^
over io the Congress, surely it will approach other parties and
will persuade them to join." The Congress President adderf that
he "had no objection to Britain handing over power to the Mus-
lim League or any other party provided it was real indepen-
dence. That party will have to approach other parties as no
single party can function properly without the cooperation of
other parties."
The only thing needful is to hand over complete control
without reservation save that during the war period the Allied
troops will operate to stem the Japanese or Axis attack. But
they will have no power of interference with the affairs of Indis*
which will be as free as Great Britain herself.
NOTHING TO CAVIL AT
Surely, there is nothing here to cavil at for anyone. That
party or a combination which takes over control of India will
have to look to the remaining parties for its retention of power.
There is no hope of the parties coming together so long as they
have to look not to one another but to an outsider for support
and sustenance. Not one of the Viceroy's numerous Indian coun-
cillors is dependent upon anybody but the Viceroy for the posi-^
tions they hold. How can the great or small representative
parties operate without mutual support?
In a free India even the Congress could not function effi-
ciently for a day without the support of the smallest party.
For in a free India, at least for some time to come, even the
strongest party will have no military backing. There will be
no military to back. There will only be a raw police in the
first stage unless the ^ existing police will service the national
government on its terms. But the support, such as it may be,
free India will be able to render to the Allied cause, will bi
of a sterling character. Its possibilities will be limitless and
there will be no motive left for welcoming Japanese arms.
On the contrary they will then look to the Allied arms to
repel any Japanese or other attack, unless all Indians by then
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